2l6                           ESSAYS

The turkey is the largest of our domestic fowls,
and if not the most delicately flavoured, cer-
tainly the most savoury.

It has also the peculiar merit of attracting all
classes of society.

When the ploughman and the vine-dresser
make merry on long winter evenings, what do we
see roasting before a brilliant fire in the kitchen,
the humble kitchen which is also a dining-room?
A turkey.

When the hard-worked artisan invites his
friends to celebrate a rare and precious holiday,
what dish will surely crown the feast ? A turkey,
stuffed with sausage-meat or Lyons chestnuts.

And in the high places of gastronomy, at those
choice gatherings where politics give way to dis-
sertations upon taste, what is the cause of fond-
est expectation, the chief lure of the second
course? A truffled turkey! . . . And it is writ-
ten in my secret memoirs that its potent juices
have not seldom set features eminently diplomatic
in a glow.

The importation of turkeys has been the cause
of important accretions to the public purse, and
gives rise to a considerable volume of trade.

By rearing turkeys, the farmer can more easily
pay his rent, and his daughters save up enough
for their doweries; for the lieges must be free